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nothing can prevent their improving in his ser-
vice.

Thus while magic is the wisdom of nature, and
the magicians of those ages were the wisest and best
of men; the magicians of our times, and of this new
kind, improve from nothing, begin with the vilest of
ignorance, and proceed to the vilest of wickedness,
till they come to be the most diabolical creatures in
the world.

Magic being therefore nothing in those times,
but, as I have said, a degree of useful knowledge,
and the magicians being a race of honest studious
men, searching after wisdom, and blest with greater
shares of it than the ordinary race of men were ar-
rived to; we must look further, and come down
lower into time, for the present vulgar acceptation
of the word: in which inquiry, it will not be suffi-
cient to jump at once from the beginning of things
to the present times, and from what the magicians
were in Egypt and Chaldea, to what they are now
in a Christian age: but we must a little inquire
into the gradations of the change, and see by what
several progressions of art the useful magicians of
those ages have come on, from mere philosophy, to
all the extraordinaries of mystery, cunning, trick,
cheat, star-gazing, fortune-telling, conjuring, witch-
craft, and the devil; and if this be not an inquiry
both profitable and diverting, I must be mistaken
in my subject, or in my readers. Let us enter into
it gradually, and with caution, lest we raise the
Devil before we come at him.